
Pa rent's G u ide to STAR"' Assessm ents*Qu estions a nd Answers

Rf fus{ ffirs {*{Trputer-*dap{iv* t*mts?

Ail STAR asse:-isntenis are corliiuter-ada:iitive rests (CA.T:). Cornputer-a.iaptii,,e te:its continually
ad]ust the cifiicully of each chiid's test ry chcosing each tesi question b;.:sed ,rn the chilrl's
pii':r,'ioirs i'e sccnse. lf ihe chiid aits\^/ers a ciuesiion correctl;r, the difficulty level oithr: next iiem ls
increased. litlte chiicj misses a qLiestion, the clifficuity leve I rs clecreased. CATs save lestirigtirne
ancl spate yi:ur ciilic the lrLislratiori of iterns thal are loo clifiir:ult.tnc tit€ br-rrecJorn oi ilems that
are toc easy.

l-dcw €mng #*es it tek* {o e*mp&*Cf, e STAffi ass€ssrneffiC?

STAR lests are ilesigned ro ue as eiiiclent as possible

i'.4aih iest in abcul20 minutes, the STAR Reading test
test in lli-?0 mii'tiries, and ihe SlilR Reatjin,q Spanish
slud-onts ma.7 reci;ire more lirne.

fuVhat ar* $TAffi *$sessss"xsn€s Nsed fon?

On ar"ierage, siudei:is wlii conrpLele tire STAR

in abr:ut 15 rninutes, the STi\R Early Literacy

test in abcL.:t 10 minutes. l-ior,^;erre i'. scmtl
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I hel S IAR asse :lsmeni:j ;lre ofierr used lo rcre€n sltiierrts lor lheir ieaciiig anrJ m:ith acliie';cmciit
leveLs. STAiI Reacling antj STAR N,lath"'assej-i.silenls rieip deleirniile rearling anr_.1 ii.iaih a<_iiierierlei.il-
le'.rels in or|Jerto cLace siudents into ti:eAccelerated Readei''n'.:nc Acceleraled I'laih,'prograrn:i.
STAR Earl',r Lite racy.is:;essrflents heip educators rnoritor Etlclents'grorvine iiterar:y skiLls and
st.urjcirts' progrcss i.cr,varrj irccoining irrcje i:r:nde ni. reade.:r:-:. S:-AR Reacjiirg Sganisi. assessrlri-trlts
h-'lp erJuca'rol: woi"king, in biiinp"Lial and dual-iail!lilage progr ar.,rs tc iniorm iir.ririrction, irai.ch
sl,.rdents to Lioitks. and moiiilor Splarrish rear-lirig groi/vtn. lr: EngLisii-only pi.ograrns, educatcir:-i cari
us-'STAR ileacing Spar-ri h lo deterrnine rhe Spanish reading leveL of irccr.r':ing Engltsn iang;aee
learrcr tr-;cielts lc he lp irrfcrm instruction.

S-iAl?1' asl-'€sst'te nts can aisu le used to riionitcr stude nt gfowtn througlrout thc ye a1 tc e .rtimate
stude irls'Ltrriersi.anclirlg r;f staie starrdalcls, alrl prredict siudeni.s'pr:i-formance oi'i l-ire stei.c iost.
ln aiiditlorr, STAR can ireip teachers rieierrrrirre ai;priipriate instructioi'iai ie'reis;:nd skilis that
strdents are read,l tc learn.

What ki*d *f se*re dm*s rny *h!&d g*€?

Fli every STAR assessrnent, voui child receives a scaled score {S5}, wlrich is based on lne
dlfficultyof the questions anci ihe numbercf correct arswers. Scaied scores are Li:;efui for
comparing yoLrr clild's pe rforrrance cver tirle and aci'oss grade:. SIAR Re ading anc! ;t IAR ir/ath
si.aierj iicores i'ange frcm 0-1400. liTAR Early Literacy:-icaiecJ :-;cores i'.:rge fi-orr -100*!liJC. For STAR

Reaciirg Sparrisir, tiie Spanislr sc;:Led scores r;:nge lrom 0*i80.

STAR oifers educa:oi':; a variety of :;cores ancl r'epcrts. Some STi\R scores cornpai'e your chiic's
pe rfor-mance it a;qDecific rr,te ria ol to a standard (criterion-refe relced scor"es). S iAR reircrtE aLso

irrclude gcort-s whiclr cornpai-e \,/our c_nilci's irerfor,m;nc.c i,.: otner stucents ,,r,iirc laire lakcn lie

ltetrai:sal,:-e Lea lnt : i g,"' I i.O.
,al l0r:l i.'l.n.r.:nr:ai. L.,.r,.rrlr,g, lr c

3ox Stljlr5 iVlii:,consrn iizrpi,,jil, vVl 5.i,i95-8cjli_i iij00) 33S 420,:. I rvww.rrla :s;nce.r:in"r
.r, I i gl:ir ratcr/i:,,t.
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safie test (nornr-referenced scr:res). The criterion- ancj nr:rrn-refei'enced si:cires are basecj on the
scaied score.

Please see the sample Parent Reports on ine following pages ior exampies of sr:me of ihe scores
and sccre delinitions.

h{*w cay? I help my {hild prep*re fcr a $T&n asse$$rnsnt?

The teacher vi,iio gives the iest Lrses pre-test insiructians to explain ihe test to your- child. lt is
irnpiortant lor you lo encourage your child to tr',/ ro cjo his ot" her be st on the assessrlent. Since
STAR is a general nleasure of student aLliiity in math or reading, siudents periornr best r:n tlre
assessrnent in the same v'ray they perform best in schooi*when tlrey nave had plenty of resl,
attend school regr:larly, and have eaten.

Ll*w r/u;91 I kn*w hs,Md my chi{d ix doing?

Pleaseaskycurchitd'steacherfortne resultsfromanyoftheSl-ARassessments" feacherscanrun
a Parent Report fcr any cf the Smn tests. Often teachers may share this information ,Juring a
parentlteacher conference. You must contact ycur child's school or dtstrict dire cily aboL,it your
child's information. Renaissance Learning cannct disclo:re, clele'ie, or make changes to educalional
records vrithr:ut authorization frcm the scnoot.

Reraissai:ce Learnirg"'I P.t). B,lr 8035 i Wisccnsin Rapid3, \^/l 54495-8C36 i (800) 33s-4204 I \rw\.v.renaissrnLe.cont
rQ 20r5 iien.rls:.:t:t: L,:,lrning, lIc. Ail r;ghts resa]rva.).
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